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Where did my Asters go? 

 
Jon A. Borysiewicz  

Arborist  & Environmental Scientist  

 Walking throughout the arboretum grounds over the past few 

years you're likely to have noticed the effort the Bartlett staff has made 

to label the plants throughout our core garden areas. In fact, in the past 

few years the Arboretum has made well over one thousand labels for 

our trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals! Recently however, we have 

begun to receive a lot of comments that our labels are wrongly 

identifying plants! In particular, we get comments such as "the maple 

tag has the family Sapindaceae and not Aceraceae" or "you put the 

family Apocynaceae for milkweed and not Asclepediaceaeȟȱ and of 

course the most common comment  "you labeled New England Aster as 

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae". What has happened is often confusing 

and even upsetting to many people.  With the advent of molecular study, 

the relationships between plants we all held dear for many years have 

now been broken up and rearranged. Using the most current 

information available, the maple family Aceraceae is now gone. Maples 

are now indeed in the Sapindaceae family with the tropical vine 

Cardiospermum halicacabrum. The once broadly defined Genus Aster, is 

now split up into numerous genera including Symphyotrichum, 

Chaetopappa, Eurybia and Felicia. In fact, there are no members of the 

genus Aster native to North America! 

 These changes are far from the only ones. The apparent carnage 

of our local flora names is not restricted to just these few groups, it is a 

widespread event leaving virtually no family untouched. Kalmia, the 

genus of our state flower the mountain laurel, now includes the box 

sandmyrtle a common plant in the New Jersey pine barrens, Kalmia 

buxifolium (formerly known as Leiophyllum buxifolium). Rhodora 

canadense and Ledum groenlandicum are both now in the genus 

Rhododendron.   

So the next question in all of this is; why? Why change all these 

names now. In short, monophyly! A monophyletic group is one that 

consists of a common ancestor, and all of its descendants.  Systematists 

are currently looking to create plant groups such as Families and Genera 

which are monophyletic. Therefore, if a family tree for Rhododendron 

shows that Ledum and Rhodora fall on that tree mixed within species of 

Rhododendron, something isn't right. Either the Genus must be divided 

as was the case in Aster, or the odd ones in the group must be lumped in 

as was the case with Ledum and Rhodora.  

 These changes, while overwhelming at first, can be looked at in 

another way. They are exciting! As botanists, horticulturists, gardeners 

and the like, this should be looked upon as a way of recognizing that 

there will always be something new to learn about the world of plants, 

and by all means, continue to ask questions about our plant labels, it is a 

learning process for us as well.  

 

Science Notes 

It's been a busy year for science at the Arboretum. With 

the advent of our newly established Certificate in 

Introductory Plant Science this year, science and 

education programs at the Bartlett will be more 

intertwined than ever. On the research front, Bartlett 

staff teamed up with collaborators to perform research 

in the tropics in January, and planning is already 

underway for additional trips in 2010 so stay tuned!  

Recent Scientific Publications by the Bartlett 

Arboretum Staff 

Morgan, E. C., J. A. Sperling and J. Borysiewicz. 2008. 

The Bryophytes of Bartlett Arboretum Forest, 

Stamford, Connecticut, including a comparison to other 

floras. Evansia. 25: 8-11.  

E. C. Morgan, J. Borysiewicz, A. Colleran, K. Hampilos. 

Invasion of a southern New England forest by the 

invasive tree Phellodendron amurense Rupr. Poster 

presented at Invasive Species Symposium sponsored by 

UCONN, CIPWG, IPANE and DEP. October 2008 

 

 

 

       Symphyotrichum novi-belgii - New York Aster 

 



It's Time For Teas at the Arboretum 

The Tea family, botanically known as the Theaceae, has been 

represented at the Bartlett by some of our best known specimen trees. Our 

large and impressive specimen of Stewartia (Stewartia pseudocamellia) and 

our well known Franklinia (Franklinia alatamaha) are indeed both members 

of the Theaceae, the same family containing Camellia sinensis, the source of 

green, oolong and black tea. In recent years, some new acquisitions have 

added to our collection of this fascinating, and often extraordinarily showy 

family. Alongside our Champion Stewartia are five more members of the 

same genus, Stewartia sinensis, Stewartia rostrata, Stewartia monadelpha 

from Asia, and two additional specimens native to North America, Stewartia 

malacodendron and Stewartia ovata. Stewartia malacodendron, native from 

southern Virginia to Florida, west to Texas, is an exceptionally rare plant in 

the wild with designation as such in several states.  

Perhaps the most interesting member of the Family is the 

CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴƛŀΦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻǘŀƴƛǎǘǎ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 

Bartram in 1765, the tree has not been seen in the wild since shortly 

thereafter, persisting only in cultivated collections originating from those 

original material propagated by the Bartram's.  

Two additional species, Gordonia lasianthus and Cleyera japonica 

are now a permanent part of our greenhouse collections. Gordonia 

lasianthus, or Loblolly Bay, is a southeastern native but unfortunately not a 

big fan of the cold New England winters. Cleyera japonica is a subtropical 

species of Asia with small flowers in late winter.  

Taking a walk past the front of our education building visitors may 

notice our new specimen of the Oil Camellia, Camellia oleifera. This fairly 

hardy species was the first of many camellia species and varieties we will be 

trying in the future. The past year saw the plantings of several additional 

ƘŀǊŘȅ ŎŀƳŜƭƭƛŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊ ά²ƛƴǘŜǊǎ IƻǇŜέ ƴƻǿ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

blooms on the sides of our steps leading into the education building. One 

thing is for sure, with over 350 species, the Tea family is sure to provide us 

with many new plants to try out and enjoy at the Bartlett Arboretum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENT GIFTS TO SUPPORT SITE ENHANCEMENTS 

The Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens is extremely grateful for a gift from the New Canaan Community Foundation received by Vice 

President, Cheryl Carter, at the Foundation's award ceremony in May 2009.  This funding supports creation and installation of several 

large trailhead maps for the Bartlett site, as well as directional signage on the core property and on our 9 different trails.  Work is 

underway to redesign our existing site map, and installation of the directional trail markers will begin soon.  This generous support 

from the New Canaan Community Foundation will enhance the experience of visitors to the Bartlett, making way-finding easier and 

improving public access to the property. 

We are also delighted to announce a recent gift from the Jeniam Foundation to support the creation of a new Native Plant Garden on 

the Bartlett site.  The gift is designated for the purchase of equipment and propagation materials.  Once completed, the Native Plant 

Garden will feature numerous native species from the southeastern Connecticut region, and will contain upland forest, wetland, and 

moist forest sections.  The purpose of the garden is to expand our collections for the benefit of the public, and to educate the 

community on the importance of native plants and sustainable practices. 

 

 

Stewartia malacodendron, a showy North American 

native can be seen at the Arboretum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewartia pseudocamellia, is one of the most 

commonly planted Stewartias in our region. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Additions to the Bartlett Arboretum Living Collections 

Eric C. Morgan 

Curator of Botany 

 

As you may have noticed, the Bartlett Arboretum's living collections of woody plants has grown several fold in recent years. Look for 

new additions each newsletter, Garden News will highlight a few of these new additions you'll surely want to have a closer look at 

during your next visit! 

Quercus hemisphaerica, Darlington Oak. This great tree is native from the southeastern tip of Virginia, throughout the Atlantic 

coastal southeast and gulf coast. Normally listed as a zone 7 or 8 plant, the tough individual we have at the Bartlett made it through 

our frigid zone 5b - 6a winter last year. Although damage from the cold was evident, by summer of this year the tree had put on 

some nice new growth and looks great! Belonging to an informal group commonly known as live oaks, the Darlington oak is actually 

an evergreen oak, as are many of the oak trees in the United States, particularly in warmer regions.  While the tree may grow to 60 

feet or more in the south, it is unlikely to reach more than half that in our region, and will likely lose many of its leaves to the cold 

winds every winter. Technically, Darlington oak is a member of the Red Oak group just as our native red and scarlet oaks.  You can 

see the Bartlett's small, but quickly growing Darlington oak in the Arboretums Quercus (oak) collection which begins at the top of 

Magnolia drive which runs from the entrance to the parking lot, just before turning into the parking lot.  

Magnolia grandiflora, bull bay. This evergreen tree which can grow more than 40 feet in our area is another North American species 

ranging along the Atlantic coast from the Delmarva Peninsula to central Florida, and the Gulf Coast.  Two recently planted specimens 

of this species can be seen at the beginning and end of Magnolia drive.  With 5-7 inch long leaves that are a glossy dark green in 

appearance it's hard to believe there can be a better plant, but then come the large, creamy white, floppy looking flowers throughout 

summer followed by  great red fruits adored by birds. It's no wonder that this tree is regarded as one of the greatest horticultural 

species from the Americas. While numerous cold tolerant cultivars such as "little gem" and "brackens brown beauty" are available in 

our area, our specimens are the straight "wild type" variety. Be sure to check them out and consider it next time you're tree planting 

at home.   

 

Bartlett in the News! 

In recent months the Bartlett has been building a name 

for itself in the media. Beginning with a television 

interview with Arborist Jon Borysiewicz on News 12 

Connecticut to discuss diseases affecting local cherry 

trees, the Arboretum has since been in the news several 

other times including a great news story on the University 

of Connecticut Master Gardener program held at the 

Bartlett each year.  As a highlight to our recent media 

coverage, the national newsletter of the American Public 

Gardens Association printed a half page story in the 

March /  April issue on a recent research trip made by the 

Bartlett to study in the tropical rainforest. Adding to his 

recent media fame, Jon Borysiewicz was featured in a 

photo holding a specimen of Mecranium latifolium which 

now resides in the Herbarium of the Bartlett Arboretum.  

 

 

The magnificient mid summer flowers of bull bay, Magnolia 

grandiflora. This recent addition to the Bartlett seems to tolerate 

our cold winters just fine. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Children's Programs 2009 
 

Todd DuPont  

Director of Children's Education 
 

    Fall is one of the most exciting times of the year at the Arboretum.  The highlights for me were a full vegetable garden, the herb 

garden, our bee hives and milkweed collections scattered around the main lawn.  Our Red Oaks dropped more acorns than I have ever 

seen!   

    In the fall and spring of each year we provide a city wide 2nd grade program that brings students to the Arboretum.  We study 

seeds in the fall and flowering plants and pollination in the spring.  Jon Borysiewicz and I both enjoyed teaching students from 

Davenport Ridge, Roxbury, Hart Magnet, Toquam and Westover over the last month.  During the two hour program students 

participate in a seed exploration lab where they use microscopes and their senses to examine a variety of seeds from our plant 

collections.  Students learn how seeds grow through the spring and summer seasons and we discuss the different ways seeds travel to 

find their own space to grow in the fall.  After the indoor part of the program Jon leads students on a tour through our gardens 

showing them plants from our tropical garden, greenhouse and vegetable garden.  Having a chance to work with such a large number 

of students and providing them with the opportunity to connect with the Arboretums property is a great initiative and I look forward 

to continuing and expanding the program in the future. 

    Children's Education also worked with Long Ridge School, Wilton Montessori and Gan Yeladim preschool throughout the fall 

season.  I visited Long Ridge School and did a tour of the grounds with their 2nd graders.  The tour focused on native trees and 

provided the students with information to help them with their adopt-a-tree program that they work on throughout the school year.   

Wilton Montessori visited in late September for a class about honey bees and beekeeping.   The Arboretum also continues its weekly 

enrichment program with Gan Yeladim Preschool which is an extended day program focusing on general nature topics and working on 

art projects. 

    We have also started a new outreach initiative with Yerwood Community Center in Stamford.  The outreach consists of weekly after 

school programming on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  On Tuesdays I visit the center and work with kindergarten through second grade 

students to work on nature and literacy activities.  Topics so far have included introducing seeds, carnivorous plants and 

decomposition to the students. Along with meeting plants and other natural history items from the Arboretum we read a story and 

work on basic sketching and labeling.  On Thursdays fourth and fifth graders visit the Arboretum and have been getting to know the 

different parts of our property along with working on projects in the greenhouse and our Education Center.  We are excited about this 

new relationship and look forward to continuing it. 

    Starting in January on Tuesdays and Thursdays we will be offering a parent and child class in our Education Center.  The class is for 

children between the ages of eighteen months to three years.  Children and their parents will see plants from our greenhouse, work 

on art projects and read a story.  Coming in February we will be providing a vacation camp during Stamford Public Schools vacation 

week which is February 15-19th.  The program will run from 9am-3pm each day with a new topic presented each day.  Please check 

our website for more information. 

    The fall season was so busy and wonderful, I am looking forward to the spring already!  The winter is a great time to explore our 

conifers on the property along with walking through our woods.   I hope everyone has a happy holiday season.    

2009 Summer Camp Scholarships 

The Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens is extremely grateful to the 

following generous donors to our Summer Camp Scholarship 

ProgramτRichard and Vivienne Silver, and Purdue Pharma.  Thanks to 

their gracious support we were able to offer children from St. Lukes 

Lifeworks and the Yerwood Center full scholarships to our Camp for up 

to 5 weeks in July and August.   

¢ƘŜ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ /ŀƳǇ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

science and exploration, and lots of FUN!  The camp is designed to 

enhance the environmental awareness and scientific literacy of young 

people and to encourage stewardship of our natural resources.   


